
The ñCrochet Programò at Snyder County Prison  

Gives Warmth to Those in Need 

 

 ñItôs amazing what a crochet hook and some yarn can do,ò 

stated Snyder County Commissioner, Malcolm Derk, at a Joint 

Legislative Forum.  He wasnôt talking about an art event or a group 

of church ladies crocheting items for a Christmas Bazaar.  He was 

referring to a new crochet program at the Snyder County Prison.  

A New Program 

 It all started in the spring of 2009.   The Snyder County Commissioners paid a fact-

finding visit to the Pike County Prison.  They were looking for cost-saving rehabilitation 

programs to integrate into the daily lives of the prisoners at the Snyder County Prison. 

 In the past, an elderly man, Jacob Mast, taught a popular rug hooking class to some of the 

male inmates at the Snyder County Prison. Unfortunately Mr.Mastôs health forced him to stop 

teaching the class.  In an attempt to replace the rug hooking program, the institution tried to find 

volunteers to teach arts and crafts.  A few of the volunteers never showed up and those that did 

felt the environment was too much for them and the visits stopped.  There was definitely a need 

for a new rehabilitation program at the prison. 

 The trip to Pike County provided the commissioners with information for a program that 

would help restore a feeling of self-worth to the prisoners at a minimal cost.  The ñCrochet 

Programò was introduced in August of 2009. 

 

        This inmate was anxious to 

show us an afghan that took 

hours of work. 



Getting Started  

 With a few crochet hooks and some yarn donated by various community organizations, 

the program was introduced to the women at the correctional facility. At that time the dormitory 

housed twenty 20 women.  The warden explained they were starting a new crochet program and 

were looking for an outside volunteer to teach the art of crocheting.  

 One of the inmates said, ñYou donôt have to look for anyone.  I know how to crochet and 

Iôll teach the others.ò 

 The warden laid down the ground rules: (1) The program was a volunteer program and 

(2) it was a privilege that could be taken away if any 

of the rules were broken.  Of the 20 women, 18 

volunteered.  The other two felt they couldnôt do the 

intricate stitches or didnôt have the patience to learn.   

 The population of the womenôs dorm 

constantly changes as prisoners are released and new     

prisoners arrive, but the Crochet Program has 

continued as a vibrant recreational activity.  

 When a new prisoner enters the system she is told of the crochet program. Some inmates 

are eager to learn to crochet immediately. Others are hesitant, but after a time, they begin to take 

an interest in the items being made and want to join. However, there are a few who have shown 

no interest at all.  

 

        Blankets waiting for pick-up by a member 

of the Evangelical Hospital Auxiliary. 



A Feeling of Accomplishment 

 During one of my visits to the prison, the inmates expressed how much they liked the 

program because it helps them pass the time.  Some of the women crochet whenever they are not 

busy doing other jobs.  They also expressed a feeling of accomplishment when they contribute 

handiwork that will add cozy comfort to newborns and 

the elderly.  The very act of crocheting contributes to the 

prisonersô healing process as they count their stitches and 

work their yarn into beautiful items that will be used by 

people they will never know.  The social contact among 

the inmates is positive as the women sit together, 

crochet, talk, and help each other learn new stitches and 

patterns.  

 ñI enjoy crocheting and itôs my way to give back to the community,ò stated one inmate.  

 ñMy grandmother taught me how to crochet and I think of her when I work,ò said another 

young woman. 

 Fortunately, requests for their beautiful work exceed their ability to produce it. Knowing 

there is always someone who will appreciate and need their handiwork keeps them motivated.  

Involving the Community  

 The crocheted items are given to several community organizations.  Through this 

program and other organizations donating crocheted items, the Lewisburg Evangelical Hospital 

  P  Proudly displaying her large afghan, this 

prisoner likes knowing her work will help 

keep babies and the elderly warm. 



Auxiliary provided a new hand-made blanket as a ñgoing homeò gift for every baby during the 

months of November through May. The Auxiliaryôs goal is to provide a hand-made blanket for  

 

 

every baby that leaves the hospital.  Between 500 and 600 babies are born at Evangelical 

Hospital each year so there will always be a need for these gifts that are treasured by the new 

mothers.  

         A recent donation to the Evangelical Hospital Family Place.  Shown left to right are: Krista 

McNalley, Unit Assistant; Jeanette Williams, President of the Auxiliary to Evangelical Hospital; 

Jennifer Leister,  Director of Maternal Child Services; Connie Heyman, Auxiliary  Member and 

leader of the Baby Blanket Project. 



 Lap blankets are also crocheted for guests at GraysonView Assisted Living Center and 

The Manor at Penn Village, in Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania.  The residents are delighted with the 

colorful and warm lap blankets that have been donated by the inmates. On March 19, 2011, 

National Quilting Day, Tara Bassler, the recreational director at GraysonView, held a Bingo 

party.  Each winner received a crocheted lap blanket donated by one of the prison inmates.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the goal of ña blanket for every babyò and fulfilling the needs of the nursing 

homes, the program has expanded to include other organizations within the community.  Local 

service groups, fire companies, and other organizations have donated yarn to the prison. In return 

       These lovely ladies, residents of the Grayson View Assisted Living Center, were more 

than happy to pose with their colorful lap robes.  They enjoy looking at the different 

colors and wouldnôt be without them during the cold winter days. From left to right: 

Isabelle Bailey and Jean Rathfon. 


