The ACrochetafPr88gyder County Pris

Gives Warmth to Those in Need

Ailtdéds amazing what a croc

stated Snyder County Commissiondglcolm Derk, at a Joint

Legislative Forum. He wasnot
of church ladies crocheting items for a Christmas Bazaar. He wgs

refering to a new crochet program at the Snyder County Prison. |

This inmate was anxious to
A New Program show us an afghan that took
hours of work.

It all started irthe spring of 2009. HAe Snyder County Commissioners paid a-fact
finding visit to the PikeCounty Prison. They weteoking for costsaving rehattitation

programs to integraiato the daily lives of the prisoners at the Snyder County Prison.

In the pastan elderly man, Jacob Mast, taughgopularug hookingclassto some of the
male inmates at the Snyder County PrigdnfortunatelyMr . Ma s t &oscedim olstoph
teaching the clasdn an attempt to replace theg hooking progranthe institutiontried to find
volunteers to teachrts and craftsA few of the volunteers neveralived up and those that did
felt the environment wa®o much for then and the visits stopped. Thavas definitely aneed

for a new rehabilitation prograat the prison.

Thetrip to Pike Countyprovided the eammissionersvith information fora program that
would help restore a feeling of selbrth to the prisoners atmminimalc o s t . The ACroch

Prograno was introdw®@ed in August of



Getting Started

With a few crochet hooks and some yarn donated by various communityzatgzms,
the program was introduced to the women attreectional facility. At that the the dormitory
housed twent0women The warden explained they were starting a new crochet program and

were looking for an outside volunteterteach the art of crocheting

One of the iwmnthd et shaa wWe thkiool howté crochetranda n'y o n €

| 61 | teach the others. o

The warden laid down the ground rules: (1) The progras awolunteer program and
(2) it was a privilege that could be taken away if an
of the rules were broken. Of the 20 women, 18
volunteered. Thet her two felt t

intricate stitches or d

The population of thewoen 6 s dor m

constantly changess prisoners are released and ne

prisonersarrive, but the Crochet Prograhas

_ _ _ o Blankets waiting for pick-up by a member
continued as gibrant recreational activity. of the Evangelical Hospital Auxiliary.

When a new psioner enters the system shiois of thecrochet program. Some inmates
are eager to learn to crocheimediatdy. Others are hesitanbut after a timetheybegin to take
an interest in the itemsimg made and want to join. Howevtrere are a few who have shown

no interest at all.



A Feeling of Accomplishment

During one of myvisitsto the prison, thexmatesexpressed how much they liked the
program because it helps them pass the time. Some of the women wioghever thewre not
busy doing other jobsThey also expressed a feeling of accomplishment when they contribute
handiwork tkat will add cozy comfdrto neworns and
the elderly. The very act afocheting contributes to the i
prisoner§healing process as they count their stitches ¢
work their yarn into beadftil items that will be used by
people they will never know. Ths®cial contact among

the nmates is positive aké¢women sittogether,

crochet talk, andhelp each other learn new stitches and

» Proudly displaying her large afghan, this
patterns. prisoner likes knowing her work will help
keep babies and the elderly warm

3t

enjoy crocheting and itdés my way to giyvV

3t

My grandmot her taughtk mef hlbew twhemr olc hwedr la,

young woman.

Fortunatelyrequests fotheir beautiful work exceettheir ability to producé. Knowing

there is always someone who will appreciate and tre@dhandiwork keeps them motivated.

Involving the Community

The crocheted items are given to several community organizafltmeugh this

programand other organizations donating crocheted if¢hesLewisburg Evangelical Hospital



Auxiliary provided anew handma d e b | a golghoneta sgiaf th f or every bab

monthsof Novembeithrough May. Thé u x i | goal is 1o previde a hanathade blanket for

A recent donation to the Evangelical Hospital Family PlaceShown left to right are: Krista
McNalley, Unit Assistant; Jeanette Williams, President of the Auxiliary to Evangelical Hospital;
Jennifer Leister, Director of Maternal Child Services; Connie Heyman, Auxiliary Member and
leader of the Baby Blanket Project.

every babyhat leaves the hospital. Between 500 and 600 babies are born at Evangelical
Hospital each year so there will alwaysébreed for these gifts that are treasured by the new

mothers.



Lap blankets are also crocheted doests at GrasorView Assisted Lving Centerand
The Manorat Penn Village, in Selinsgroy@ennsylvania The residentare delighted with the
colorful and warm lap blankets thadve been donated by the inmatés March 19, 2011,
National Quilting Day,Tara Basslertherecreationatlirector at GrgsonView,held aBingo

party. Each winnereceival a crocheted laplanket donated by one of tpesoninmates.

These lovely ladies, residents of the Grayson View Assisted Living Center, were mor
than happy to pose with their colorful lap robes. They enjoy looking at the different

colors and woul dnét be without t herightdu
Isabelle Bailey and Jean Rathfon.

~

In additiontothegal of fAa bl amkatndf duldveéedy npalbphe need
homes, the program has expanded to include other organizattbivsthe community. bcal

service groups, fire conapies, and othieorganizations have donated yaortheprison. In return



