
           Covered Bridge  Tour of    
 Snyder County, PA       Snyder County  

 
Take a scenic drive through Snyder 
County.  The tour features five covered 
bridges built between 1870 and 1908. 
Three bridges are located off of Route 104 
and span the Mahantango Creek. Two 
bridges are located in western Snyder 
County near Beavertown and in Beaver 
Springs.  All five are single-span Burr Arch 
Truss bridges reflecting the beauty of 
construction and design not found in the 
steel and concrete bridges of today. 

The Burr Arch Truss design is named 
for one of the most prominent bridge 
builders of the era, Theodore Burr.  
One of his first bridges, built in 1804, 
spanned the Hudson River in New 
York.  His design was soon adopted 
by area bridge makers.  The Burr 
Arch Design used two long arches on 
each side. The double arches rested 
on the abutments on each end of the 
structure.  Multiple Kingpost 
structures were placed between the 
arches to serve as roof supports.   

!Ó ÙÏÕ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ÁÓ ×Åll as 
Amish and Old Order Mennonite 
farms, interesting country stores, 
beautiful scenery, and family 
owned restaurants serving all 
your favorite country dishes.  

 

 

 

 

¶ Designed with a long double arch on  
each side.  

¶ Multiple King posts are placed between  
the arches to serve as roof supports.  

 

                                                   



 
1. ���—�”�”�›�ï�•�����‘�”�•�‡�”�����‘�”�–�Š����riental Covered Bridge  

 
This single-span bridge features multiple Kingposts
with Burr Arch TÒÕÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ  φψȭ ρρͼ  in 
length.  Built over Mahantango Creek, you can drive 
over this bridge originally built in 1908.  Painted
barn red, it is covered with vertical boards and 
batten siding. The bridge rests on stone and mortar 
abutments.  The deck has been heavily reinforced 
with I-beams.  Known as North Oriental Covered 
Bridge,  #ÕÒÒÙȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ "ÒÉÄÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÅÁÖÅÒ 
Covered Bridge.   Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places on August 10, 1979. 
Directions: Located on SR2023, just North of 

Oriental, PA. In Oriental, at junction of SR2023 and 

SR2024, go north on SR 2023 for 2 miles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. ���‡�‹�•�‡�”�ï�•�����‹�Ž�Ž/Sheaffer  Covered Bridge  

 
Built in 1907, the bridge is located on private 
land and the owner is trying to restore the 
bridge. During the flood of 2006, high water 
rammed a tree into its side.  The structure was 
saved during the height of the storm when the 
owner, her sister and a friend were able to saw 
the tree and remove it from the bridge.  Listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places on 
!ÕÇÕÓÔ ρπȟ ρωχωȟ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ωπȭ ÌÏÎÇ 
Directions:  From Route 104 turn west on to 
Oriental Road and proceed 2 miles to 
Mahantango Creek.  Travel slowly over the 
concrete bridge. The covered bridge can be seen 
to the right (north).  You must request  

      permission to visit.  
 

 


